Accessibility 1s the Law (ke

DOJ Ruling — Effective April 2024 | Enforced April 2026

What's Changing?

» New DOJ Ruling requires compliance with WCAG 2.2 Level AA

» Applies to all higher education institutions

What's Covered

» Canvas Content: pages, videos, files, Images, assignments, discussions, quizzes

* Instructor Content: slides, readings, documents, posted online materials

* Publisher and Digital Content: e-books, case studies, test banks, interactive tools

What Does Accessibility Mean?

* Perceivable: Alternatives for images, audio, video (captions, alt text)
 Operable: Keyboard-friendly navigation

» Understandable: Clear layout, readable text, plain language

* Robust: Works with assistive technologies (screen readers, magnifiers) must

meet accessibility standards.

Why It Matters

* It's the law: Compliance avoids legal risk

* Inclusive learning: Supports students with disabilities and learning differences

* Better for everyone: Clear design helps all learners

What Faculty & Staff Can Do Now

» Clean up Canvas files and delete unused files

» Add alt-text and captions to images/figures

» Use headings and styles for structure in documents and Canvas pages

» Provide captions and transcripts for video/audio

» It you create videos with eL.DIG or the RIIT Group, captions are handled for you
+ Zoom recordings auto-caption when saved to Kaltura

» Check documents and slides for readability and contrast

» Ask publishers and vendors If their materials meet WCAG 2.2 AA standards

Support & Resources
« Penn State's Accessibility Website | DOJ Ruling Resources

 Tools: Anthology Ally in Canvas, Microsoft Accessibility Checker,
Adobe Acrobat checker, Equidox PDF Remediation

» Canvas Accessiblility: Canvas Accessibility page | Ally Instructor Quickstart Guide



https://www.w3.org/WAI/standards-guidelines/wcag/new-in-22/
https://accessibility.psu.edu/
https://pennstateoffice365.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/ALCG/EXGejrtAxCJNva6YfKw5jt4B1M6sFjGcJdIDFboaL6H_nQ?e=WnP78e
https://accessibility.psu.edu/software/canvas/anthologyally/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/improve-accessibility-with-the-accessibility-checker-a16f6de0-2f39-4a2b-8bd8-5ad801426c7f
https://helpx.adobe.com/acrobat/using/create-verify-pdf-accessibility.html
https://accessibility.psu.edu/pdf/equidox/
https://click.email-smeal.psu.edu/?qs=e8d6d2428274decef34fcc10745ca73ec7660d437ff048a87621581233a7901878a64b170acfe7466cfed339dbb1b161e2ab3a22ac122698
https://click.email-smeal.psu.edu/?qs=e8d6d2428274dece2b01349ba9e2281b29cbc0798d9899f6b0e659e6c408e3b2c65826b7fbcdf0549b01fb558cf141703c64accf3bb88c90

