Transcript: Fix Accessibility Issues in Canvas Pages, Announcements, and Discussions

In this video, we’re going to look at fixing the most common accessibility issues in Canvas pages, announcements, and discussions. 
This first two errors I want to look at require a manual check. 
First, when we edit the page, and look at the accessibility checker, notice that it doesn’t flag the page for lack of headings. But correct heading structure is necessary for accessibility. So I’m going to manually change this topic text so that it has correct structure. Since the title page is our Heading One automatically, we make the main topic on the page a Heading Two.  We’ll make the subtopic our Heading Three, and if we have a sub-subtopic, that becomes heading Four. 

Next, and also not flagged, is the fact that the link text is not descriptive. If a screen reader user wants to hear just the links on the page, all they will hear for this one is ‘click here’ with no other context. What is the link? It’s to the Canvas dashboard, so that’s the information we want in the hyperlink. I’m going to change that to “view your Canvas dashboard”.

The next two errors are flagged by Canvas. The first one is that our table needs a caption, to define its contents. And we add that here.

Our second error is that the table headers are not defined. This is important because without it, a screen reader will read row 2, for example, as 1, blue, ampersand. But with table headers, that row will be read as number 1, color blue, symbol ampersand. So we’ll designate that the top row has our headers.

And our last error is one that we looked at in the previous video in this series, but it’s worth revisiting, and that is lack of sufficient color contrast. This circle on the color swatch represents the current low-contrast text color, and we need to change that to a color that passes the contrast check. 
 
If you choose a darker shade, and then look next to the accessibility checker icon, you can see in real time whether the new color works -- in this case, you’ll see the number of errors go from 2 down to 1 when the color is dark enough.

And that’s it. You can see that we have no further accessibility errors on this page.
